
English at Acle Academy

What do we study?

What you can expect?

How can you help your child to succeed?



•All students are entered for both Language and Literature

•Students will study the two courses concurrently

•Our exam board is AQA

•100% exam (no coursework or controlled assessments)

•Students are awarded a number between 1 and 9.

• Spoken language is one individual presentation presented to 
the class and is recorded on the exam certificate as a fail, pass, 
merit or distinction.  This doesn’t go towards the GCSE grade.

The English GCSE(s)! Frequently Asked 
Questions…



Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (fiction)
• 1 hour and 45 minutes
• Section A: reading an extract and answering 4 questions on it
• Section B: writing a descriptive piece or story suggested by a picture or 

phrase.

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (non-fiction)
• 1 hour and 45 minutes
• Section A: reading two sources and answering 4 questions on them
• Section B: writing an article, letter, speech, leaflet or essay related to the 

theme of the sources.

• The sources will be from the 19th, 20th or 21st century across the papers.

English Language



.
Paper 1:
• High quality fiction – 

could be 20th/21st 
century or 19th 
century

• Well known authors
• Range of genres
• Challenging 

vocabulary
• Lots to analyse!



Paper 2 (two sources):
• High quality non-fiction
• Range of text types: 

broadsheets (The Times, The 
Telegraph, The Independent, 
The Observer), letters, journals, 
essays, articles.

• Range of topics
• Challenging vocabulary
• Lots to analyse!



English Language – Reading Sections (Section A)

• These papers will assess the pupil's ability to:

• Read quickly and efficiently

• Retrieve information from a source

• Identify the key methods a writer uses

• Analyse language and structure

• Evaluate the way writers present characters

• Identify and compare writers’ opinions and how they are affected 
by the context in which they’re writing

• Summarise information

• Infer meanings (read between the lines)



English Language – Writing Sections (Section B)

• These papers will assess the pupil's ability to:
• Use a wide and varied vocabulary effectively
• Spell accurately
• Organise and structure their writing to engage a reader
• Write in a way that is compelling and original
• Use a variety of different sentence structures for effect
• Be able to use a wide range of punctuation accurately
• Use a wide range of methods for effect
• Write in a way that’s appropriate for the form, audience and purpose 

of the task



How can you develop your child’s 
Cultural Capital?

• Romeo and Juliet

• A Christmas Carol

• Jekyll and Hyde

• What do you know about 
Shakespeare and his plays?

• How familiar are you with 
Victorian history?

• Do you know the origins of 
Christmas traditions?

• What do you know about Charles 
Darwin and what can you find 
out?

• An Inspector Calls

• Poetry

How much do you know 
about Edwardian society 
and socialism?

Do you (ever) read 
poetry?



What else you can do to support your child: TOP TIPS!

• Talk to your child about their English lessons

• Read the texts we are studying so you can discuss them over the 
dinner table

• Watch a film or play / listen to audio versions of the texts and explore 
the differences

• Watch films / TV and discuss why events occur in a particular 
order.  What effect does it have on the viewer?

• If you are able to consider buying a copy of the tests for your child. 
We will provide these but with their own copy they can write in the 
text.



What else you can do to support your child: TOP TIPS!

• Read and discuss newspaper or magazine opinion articles and discuss  
them.  Possible questions:

• 1. What is the writer’s opinion?

• 2. What words / phrases interest you?  Are there any you don’t know?

• 3. What does the writer do to keep you reading?

• 4. Is there anything interesting about the order the writer has chosen to 
write in?



What else you can do to support your child: TOP TIPS!

• Discuss current affairs

• Visit the cinema, theatre and local library / bookshop

• Use the revision booklets / websites and test them on key words / terminology

• Help them with a revision timetable – and help them to stick to it!

• Help them to understand that watching YouTube videos isn’t a replacement for 
creating revision notes / doing practise papers (from the AQA website)

• Help them to understand that the weekly homework set by the teacher isn’t 
enough on its own, they also need to be completing independent revision.
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