Classroom resources
Sample pack

» Grapheme cards - samples & dimensions

+ Picture cards - samples & dimensions

»Word cards - samples & dimensions

+Lesson prompt cards - samples & dimensions

» Grapheme charts - samples & dimensions

- Wall friezes - samples & dimensions

- Teacher Guides - sample extracts for Reception & Year 1




Grapheme cards

Grapheme Cards
for Reception:
Phases 2 and 3
Large Grapheme Cards for
Reception: Phases 2 and 3 130 x 87/mm

A4 (210 x 297mm)

Grapheme Cards for Year 1: Phase 5

130 x 8/mm



Picture cards

Picture cards: Phase 2

130 x 8/mm



Word cards

A4 (210 x 297mm)



Word cards

A4 (210 x 297mm)



Word cards

A4 (210 x 297mm)



Word cards

A4 (210 x 297mm)



Lesson prompl
cards

Lesson
Prompt Cards

for Reception
AS (148 x 210mm)

Lesson

Prompt Cards
for Yearl

AS (148 x 210mm)




Grapheme charts

Grapheme Chart for Reception:

Phases 2 and 3
A1(594 x 841mm), rolled




Grapheme charts

Grapheme Chart for Year 1:

Phase 5
AO (841 x 1189mm), rolled




Wall friezes

Wall Frieze for Reception:

Phase 2

Total length 6./2m
Folded to A4 (210 x 297mm
concertina)

Wall Frieze for Reception:

Phase 3

Total length 2.94m
Folded to A4 (210 x 297mm
concertina)
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Individual keep-up support

Learning to blend is the most important reading skill for the children to master
in Reception.

Use these one-to-one sessions to ensure all the children can read words independently.

Do not stop teaching the children new GPCs in class - to do so risks these children falling
further behind their peers.

Do not stop these daily individual keep-up sessions until the child can read words
independently.

For support, you will find ‘How to’ videos in the keep-up section on the website and easy-to-
follow Prompt cards in this Teacher’s Guide covering:
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Phase 2: Teaching a new GPC

All phases: Precision teaching

Phases 2 and 3: Teaching a digraph/trigraph

Oral blending: Blend from the box and Point to the picture
Phase 2: Blending and reading words - super-supported method
Phase 2: Blending and reading words - supported method
Phase 2: Blending and reading words - whisper method
Phase 2: Blending and reading words - independent reading
Phase 3: Reading words

All phases: Reading words with speedy digraph recognition
Phase 4: Reading words with adjacent consonants

All phases: Reading words without overt blending

Phases 3 and 4: Reading longer words

All phases: Reading tricky words.
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Phase 2: Teaching a new GPC

You will need:

* grapheme card and picture card for the GPC you are teaching

* oObjects for What’s in the box? - see Phase 2 grapheme chart on pages 17-20
* grapheme cards that the child can read with confidence for Win it!

» sticker on which to write the grapheme for the child after the session.

What to do Notes

Phoneme

* Model the correct enunciation of the phoneme a few times.

* Ensure the child can see how you make the sound.

 Practise saying the sound together. Then ask the child to
say it after you, several times.

What’s in the box?

« Explain that all the objects in your box begin/end with the
same sound.

» Take out each object one by one. Say what it is,
emphasising the initial/end sound.

* Use the copy me method so the child says the sound and
then the name of the object.

Grapheme

* Show the mnemonic side of the grapheme card.

* Draw the letter formation over the picture as you say the
sound - saying the mnemonic at the end of the letter
(e.g.dd d duck).

* Repeat a few times using the copy me method. The child
can draw the letter formation over the picture as you say
the sound together.

* Show the child the grapheme side of the card. Draw the
letter formation over the grapheme as you say the sound.

* Repeat a few times using the copy me method. The child
can draw the letter formation over the grapheme as you
say the sound together.

* Play the Grapheme game. Show alternate sides of the
card as the child calls out. Repeat.

Win it!

* Add the new grapheme card to the review pack. Make
sure it is close to the top of the pack.

» Each time the child reads the new grapheme, stop the
game, shuffle the cards and move the card back a bit in
the pack.

* Shuffle and repeat, incrementally moving the new card back.

» Each time the child reads the new grapheme correctly,
they ‘win’ the card. Then ask the child to give you the
card back to see if they can win it again.

Prior to teaching, ensure you practise the pronunciation
phrase (see Phase 2 grapheme chart, pages 17-20) so you
can teach the child how to form the phoneme correctly.
Ensure you use a clear voice.

You may need to exaggerate your mouth movements to
help the child really ‘see’ how to make the sound.

Use the picture card for the GPC you are teaching in
What’s in the box? (see Phase 2 grapheme chart on
pages 17-20).

You will need to source the other objects listed in the
Phase 2 GPC grid for the grapheme you are teaching.
Graphemes at the end of words are ‘x’, ‘ck’, ‘II', ‘ff’, ‘ss’
and ‘zz'.

Always say the sound when you say the mnemonic,
including in the copy me method and Grapheme game.
Ensure there is lots of repetition of reading and saying

the grapheme.

Play the Grapheme game several times to ensure the child
has lots of practice. This will help move the grapheme into
their long-term memory.

Choose graphemes that the child can read securely for
Win it! If they do not read a grapheme easily, put that
grapheme to the side and teach it in the next session.
Play Win it! a few times, putting the new grapheme back
several cards each time, to ensure the child has lots of
practice. This will help move the grapheme into their long-
term memory.

Write the new grapheme on a sticker and stick it on the
child’s top or sleeve in such a way that they can look
down and read it.

Make sure the class teacher and parent/carer are told
which graphemes the child is learning with you, so they
can practise them with the child at other times.
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All phases: Precision teaching

Use this activity to give children repeated practice, which will help them gain fluency and

aid automatic recall of GPCs.

You can also use this precision teaching method with words and tricky words - just set
up the grid with the appropriate words that need additional practice.

You will need:
grapheme card for the GPC you are teaching

What to do Notes

photocopy of the blank grapheme grid:

* Write the focus grapheme at least twice in each row in random places.
* Write three other graphemes that the child knows fluently into the other

spaces on the grid.

Focus grapheme

* Show the child the grapheme side of the grapheme card.

Draw the letter formation over the grapheme as you say
the sound.

* Repeat a few times, using the copy me method.

* The child can draw the letter formation over the
grapheme as you say the sound together.

Grapheme grid

* Put the filled-in grapheme grid in front of the child.

* Model pointing to the focus grapheme on the grid and
reading it aloud.

» Point to the focus grapheme on the grid and ask the
child to read.

« Ask the child to find the focus grapheme, point to it
and read.

* Now ask the child to read all the graphemes in each line
as you point.

« |f the child does not recognise a grapheme, tell them the
sound, get them to repeat and continue.

* Repeat, building on fluency.

* You can also use the Phase 2 and 3 grapheme mat to
point to graphemes that the child needs to practise to
gain fluency.

» Choose up to four graphemes to practise and point to
them in random order on the mat.

* This method can be used with words as well as GPCs.

4
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Phase 4: Reading words with adjacent consonants

You will need:

* Phase 2 and 3 grapheme cards to make the words the child will read
* Phase 4 word cards, if the child progresses to independent reading
» sticker to write the word on for the child after the session.

What to do Notes

Use the grapheme cards and check which GPCs the child
can read fluently. Use these GPCs to make up the words for
this session.

Whisper method
» For each word:
» Put out the cards to make the word.
* Model reading. Whisper and point to each grapheme.
Sweep and blend.

Child

« Ask the child to have a go at reading.

* Ask them to say each phoneme as you point to
each grapheme.

* Ask them to blend as you sweep beneath the word.

Together
« Ask the child to join in and point to each grapheme , then
say its phoneme, sweep and blend the word.

Assess

* If the child is successful, read another word with this
method - this time without whisper blending - and then
try independent reading with word cards.

* If the child is not successful, ask them to read the
word with you. Then repeat the whole process for
a few other words.

Assess: Mix it up

* Choose two words you have already read.

For each word:

* Mix up the grapheme cards. Put them in the correct
order to make the word.

* Model reading. Read and point to each grapheme.
Sweep and blend.

* Mix up the cards and give them to the child.

Child

» Ask the child to put the cards into the correct order
to make the word.

» Ask them to point to each grapheme and say
each phoneme.

* Ask them to sweep beneath the word and blend to
read the word.

» Start making words with adjacent consonants and short
vowel sounds. Words with two adjacent consonants at
the end such as ‘went’ or ‘help’ are easier to start with.

* Move to two adjacent consonants at the beginning of
words, such as ‘drum’ or ‘smell’, before reading words
with three adjacent consonants, such as ‘strap’ or ‘strong’.

* You can find a full list of Phase 4 words on page 20.

* If needed, repeat the process with adjacent consonants
and long vowel sounds.

* Choose one word from the session to make a sticker, and
stick it upside down on the child’s top or right way up on
their sleeve so they can look down and read it.

» Make sure the class teacher and parent/carer are told
which words they are reading in these sessions - so that
they can practise them with the child at other times.
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All phases: Reading words without overt blending

You will need:

» word cards that the child can read but for which they continue to use overt blending
when reading

» sticker to write the word on for the child after the session.

What to do Notes

Reading with overt blending

For each word: Use the cards without the sound buttons.
» Put the word card in front of the child. » Choose one word from the session to make a sticker, and
» Ask if they can see any digraphs in the word. stick it upside down on the child’s top or right way up on
their sleeve so they can look down and read it.
Child » Make sure the class teacher and parent/carer are told
* Ask the child to sound-talk each grapheme and then which words they are reading in these sessions - so that
blend to read the word aloud. they can practise them with the child at other times.

* Ask them to point to each grapheme and then sweep
beneath as they blend. Do not help the child.

Together
* Ask the child to join in and read the word, blending in
their head. Sweep beneath the word as you read.

Assess

« If the child is successful, read another word with
this method.

* If the child is confident, move on to reading without overt
blending - blending in their head to read the word aloud.

Reading without overt blending

For each word:

» Put the word card in front of the child.

* Ask them to point to any digraphs in the word and say
what they are.

» Tell the child to read the words on the cards without
sounding out.

* Ask them to sweep beneath the word as they read.

* Repeat.

Assess

* If the child is successful, read another word with this
method.

« If the child is still blending aloud, go back to Reading with
overt blending.
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