
Arden Grove Infant and Nursery School – EYFS Intent, Implementation and Impact

Intent:
At Arden Grove we offer a curriculum rich in wonder and memorable first hand experiences, whilst encouraging children to build resilience and a love of learning. Hellesdon in our hearts,
whole world at our feet. We recognise the crucial role that early years education has to play in providing firm foundations upon which the rest of a child’s education is successfully based.
We understand that play is an integral part of learning and this is at the heart of our early years curriculum. We believe strong relationships with parents are key.
Therefore our team plan collaboratively to provide a stimulating environment that provides exciting opportunities and that promotes challenge, exploration and adventure. Due to our
relationships our team confidently knows every child’s starting point so we build on children’s prior knowledge and experience in a logical and developmentally appropriate way. We have
created our own set of curriculum goals, these are particularly created for our cohort of children.
We work hard to create strong partnerships between home and school.  We understand the importance of parental engagement and believe that our parents have a crucial role to play in
their children's education.

This is part of the SIDP:
Learning environments in nursery and reception help develop a sense of:

● self belief by celebrating achievement and diversity
● empathy through stories and feelings monster interactive displays and mini mes.
● aspirations through visits and visitors and career based role plays.
● respect through clear routines and high expectations.
● curiosity through child led learning
● health through use of the outdoor space and gross motor activities.

We aim for our children:

Implementation:

● Through our planning , our curriculum meets the requirements detailed in the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage and actively safeguards and promotes the
wellbeing of all of our children. It takes into consideration Development Matters but it is broader than this. Pupils learn through a balance of child initiated and adult directed



activities. Children are given lots of time for exploration throughout the variety of experiences that are carefully planned to engage and challenge them in the provision. Our
curriculum is planned for the inside and outside classrooms and equal importance is given to learning in both areas.

● Our children are supported to learn to work together, manage their feelings and ask questions through skilled adult facilitated play because children’s emotional security and strength

of character is a fundamental part of our ethos. Our in-house attachment lead regularly delivers high quality training, which has led to staff having confidence and expertise to

support and develop children’s emotional and social wellbeing.  This helps our children to be ready to learn.

● We pay particular attention to the development of Executive Function, language and communication skills and social and emotional skills and these are richly provided for in the
curriculum.  Our curriculum is meaningful because we understand that developmental readiness (Executive Function) is fundamental to children’s learning.

● We prioritise creating a ‘language rich’ environment through the use of daily songs, nursery rhymes, stories and providing time for quality interactions between adults and between
peers. The children are supported to learn to work together and manage their feelings and ask questions through skilled adult facilitated play.

● Teaching is enhanced with quality texts which are chosen carefully to encourage children's speech, language and communication development as well as exploration of their feelings.
● Children are expected to be early readers through enjoyment of books and the systematic teaching of phonics through Read Write Inc in Reception and phonics is introduced in

Nursery through games. Staff have had recent CPD from an English Hub Specialist and we continue to engage in our trust initiative (Wise about Words), which provides regular and
ongoing training from Norwich Theatre about how to engage children through stories.

● We follow White Rose and use Karen Wilding’s training on subitising, numbers to 10 and beyond and using a 5/10 frame accurately to help pupils develop a deep understanding and
acquire mathematical language. Nursery pupils begin to develop key skills that are carefully designed to help them remember the content through practice and repetition and
practical experiences in their play.  We have recently become part of a Maths Hub and the staff will receive regular training for their development across the trust.

● Our environment enables our children to strengthen their core muscles through physical play, children spend time outdoors in their natural environment in all weathers. They develop
through exploratory and sensory experiences in our well-equipped mud kitchens, sandpit, digging area and taking part in outdoor learning sessions.

● Trips and visitors enhance our curriculum including visiting the theatre, beach and local library.
● We send a weekly communication diary out on Tapestry, explaining what we will be focusing on the following week and how they can support this at home. Parents have a positive

engagement with this and share any home experiences with us too. 
● Parents are invited to come in termly to take part in carefully planned sessions with their child. Some parents are secret readers and come into the class and read their child’s

favourite story to the children.
● Objective led plans ensure all children make progress from their starting points and are based on the Early Learning Goals.
● Continuous provision builds on children’s interests, skills and knowledge as well as our Curriculum Goals.

Impact:

● We establish strong, secure and positive relationships with parents and this supports excellent partnership throughout each child’s time with us.
● Due to our focus on emotional wellbeing and executive function skills, our children are better ready to learn, excited for their next step in their education. The impact of our

curriculum is shown in the happy, excited, settled and confident children transitioning into Year One because it provides them with the experiences, knowledge and skills that will
support their learning in the next year.

● We know our curriculum meets the needs of our children, including our disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND, because they are becoming



● Children develop their characteristics of effective learning and are able to apply their knowledge to a range of situations making links and explaining their ideas and understanding.
Children are confident to take risks and discuss their successes and failures with peers and adults drawing on their experiences to improve or adjust what they are doing. We believe
our high standards are due to our carefully planned environment, enriched play-based curriculum, quality first teaching and the rigour of assessment.


