
 

 

  

 

We are already reaching the end of 2023 and we have had a very busy term reaching out to 

schools in need of literacy support.  We have carried out Literacy Specialist visits at schools 

and worked with schools to promote a love of reading amongst pupils.  We have some very 

exciting CPD opportunities coming up next term which are all free of charge, you can find links 

to them throughout this newsletter.  

 

This term, members of our team also attended our National DfE Conference.  This was a great 

networking event, meeting up with the other 33 English Hubs to share ideas and build on our 

current offer.  It was also great to hear from Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP, as he shared his praise for 

the work of the Hub and our Partner Schools.  If you would like more information on how to 

become a Partner School - please see below for dates of our Support and Briefing sessions. 

 

Thank you to all the schools who participate in improving children’s opportunities in reading 

and writing, Wensum English Hub wishes you a Merry Christmas and an inspiring start to 2024. 

Our team will be taking a well earned rest over the school break but we look forward to 

continuing working with you in the Spring and Summer terms.  

 

I’m a Junior School, what help can I get? 

Junior and Special schools, as well as Pupil Referral Units, are 

encouraged to request support and funding from their local 

English Hub.  The DfE have allocated a specific source of funding 

for Junior schools this year which ends in July 2024.  Schools may 

be eligible for funding resources as well as Literacy Specialist 

days.  

If you think your school would benefit from Wensum English 

Hub’s support, please fill out our Self-Referral Form and 

someone from our team will get back to you. 

https://forms.gle/ksB8q9pyA4U35j3S9


 
 

 

 

 

  

18th December: Autumn 2 SSP Phonics data due 

23rd January: Little Wandle training - 

Developing consistency in the teaching of Early 

Reading (schools to sign up via the email link 

sent to schools) 

15th February: Spring 1 SSP Phonics data due 

29th February: PSC Mock results for Y1 & Y2 

due 

29th February: Read Write Inc. training – 

Getting to Grips with Graphemes 

 

12th January: Early Years Authors course with 
Emma Spiers click here to register your 
interest 
 
15th January: Sensory Stories Webinar with 
Emma Spiers click here to book a free ticket 
 
31st January: Teaching Reading in KS2 with 
Rachel Clarke click here to register your 
interest 
 
7th March - 21st March: Phonics for SEN 
Webinar with Ann Sullivan (3 sessions) click 
here to register your interest 
 
20th March: Promoting a Love of Reading for 
All remote conference click here to register 
your interest 
 
9th May: Talk Through Stories training with 
Nick Cannon click here to register your 
interest

 

 

 

Would you like to find out more about 

potential funding and literacy support for your 

school? 

Wensum English Hub is fully funded by the DfE 

to support schools with phonics and early 

reading – schools in a Priority or Education 

Investment Area (PIA/EIA) may be eligible for 

up to £9,000!  If you think your school would 

benefit from funding and bespoke support, join 

us for a 30 minute online briefing led by our 

English Hub Lead. 

New dates available: 

 Monday 11th December: 1:15-1:45pm 

 Monday 18th December: 3:30-4:00pm 

 Monday 15th January: 10:30-11:00am 

 Thursday 25th January: 3:30-4:00pm 

 Monday 5th February: 10:30-11:00am 

Click here to book a place! 

 

A note on Ofsted reports – if you are a 

graduate or partner school, please inform 

us if you have had a visit/once your report 

is published.  

Equally, if you have had an Ofsted visit 

where reading has been praised we would 

love to hear about this! 
 

https://forms.gle/rQdFQy5GwqzfK2fF7
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/715200713587?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://forms.gle/2YPRtrL7NWB4PURq8
https://forms.gle/3mKcuDZxGMf4eHJ18
https://forms.gle/4N6gWEvwcbfT8cxi9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdt5ryssNqPiU3GUz1OxAQ3VbUEUcRARyveqD-dqI0awM87zw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://forms.gle/xKxeq3864tMdkHSH6


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 ELS Webinar delivered by Tara Dodson 
and Karra McFarlane ‘Deep-Dive into 
Early Reading’ Tuesday 7th December 
4pm -5pm, click here for a ticket 

 Evolve Days (in-school training days) now 
available to book for Spring Term, it may 
be possible to apply for funding towards 
these visits.  Click here to register 

 ELS Reading Lead training is now 
available to book!  You can book your 
place here 

 
 
Ruth Miskin Training will be hosting a variety 
of free events, including Special Schools: 
introduction to RWI and Leadership taster 
session.  Click here to sign up and view their 
sessions. 
 

 
 On demand CPD recordings for Sounds-

Write schools.   Your school can access 
them through the portal here. 
 

 Free Webinars arriving in the Spring term 
will be advertised on their Eventbrite 
page.  Upcoming webinars will include: 
Early Reading Deep Dive (Ofsted), 
Reading Interventions, Spelling 
Interventions and Working with Older 
Learners 

 

 

Fonetti is an award-winning interactive read 

aloud platform that leverages proprietary 

patented Automatic Speech Recognition 

developed specifically for read speech.  The 

app can be used in schools, where children 

can use it independently and read books at 

their level with no adults needed.  Their 

unique AI analyses children’s reading and 

reports it back to teachers in their web-

based school portal.  The Fonetti School 

Portal provides teachers with accurate, 

personalised pupil assessment data to 

support their pupils’ individual reading 

needs.  

You can get a 30 day free trial for your school 

here!

The Big Dreaming  

By Michael Rosen and Daniel Egnéus 
Children’s Laureate, Michael Rosen returns 

with this beautiful storybook illustrated by 

Daniel Egnéus.  This is an ideal story for 

bedtime, where Little Bear collects dreams to 

get him ready for winter hibernation, but 

must hurry back to Big Bear before the Cold 

sets in.  A cosy tale perfect to read at home 

this winter.  

https://oupform.edcowebsites.co.uk/webinar-registration/events-uk-webinars-els-dec-23-els-under-inspection/form
https://forms.monday.com/forms/2c958708069d236c5cb0970b1607d395?r=euc1
https://essentiallettersandsounds.org/app/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/programmes/phonics/free-events/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/sounds-write-29247556729
https://forms.zohopublic.eu/auristech/form/Bookademo/formperma/pgH_XnGhpo6J4QdUTA9arPAPg1m_wuCYvaGNRfgt63Q


 
 

  

The Department for Education is pleased to 
announce a free 60-minute webinar on the 
‘Reading Framework for Primary Strategic 
Leaders’, delivered by English Hubs.  The 
webinar will provide an opportunity for 
School Leaders, Reading Leads, Governors 
and Local Authorities to understand the 
recently expanded Reading Framework and 
will discuss what has been added to the 
Reading Framework since 2021. The webinar 
will also discuss five key messages that all 
primary leaders should know.  
The webinar runs on numerous dates and 
schools only need to attend one date. 
Dates 
 

 4th December 3:30-4:30pm, click here 

 6th December 12-1pm click here 

 6th December 4-5pm, click here 

 7th December 3:45-4:45pm, click here 

 7th December 4-5pm, click here 

 

 

 

 

 

LoveReading4Kids is a children’s book 

recommendation website which donates 25% 

of the book’s cost to the school of your 

choice, enabling them to buy books for their 

Library.  This encourages reading for all ages 

and delivers better outcomes for children.  In 

addition, you’ll receive 10% off the RRP on a 

huge selection of titles!  

Schools can create an account with 

LoveReading4Schools to access a portal which 

enables schools to create tailored reading 

lists or adopt the recommended reading lists 

for every year group and key curriculum 

areas.  If you want to sign up your school, 

click here.  

Partner/Graduate schools can contact us if 

they are unsure if they have an account or a 

balance to spend on LoveReading4Kids books. 

Watch this video to find out more about 

LoveReading4Kids, how to apply for funding 

and the benefits it can bring your school! 

 

 DfE Reading Framework – 

understanding the key areas and what 

they mean for your school: Free 

webinar recording available here 

 New ELS Impact Study – find out here 

how Essential Letters & Sounds has 

enabled teachers to deliver consistent 

and structured phonics teaching 

 Readerful – a book collection designed 

to motivate and support young readers 

through primary school, regardless of 

which Phonics program your school 

uses.  Order a free taster pack here! 

 

To keep up to date with any announcements, 

events, and vacancies follow us on social 

media: 

 X formally known as Twitter 

 Our LinkedIn 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1186732/The_reading_framework.pdf
https://event.bookitbee.com/46415/primary-reading-framework-webinar
https://www.roadeenglishhub.co.uk/our-courses-and-events
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/explore-the-reading-framework-for-primary-leaders-tickets-749052445027?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exploring-the-reading-framework-for-primary-leaders-tickets-746040125097?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=scVDFbd7oE-aN8fNgaex0vUO99b4eDJLnVTvRaYM_ZlUMTVTVFRHUEEyUTgwNVpaWFZKRlBKNjlDWi4u
https://www.wensumtrust.org.uk/wensumenglishhub
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/school/dashboard
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QO6bKAaqy0I
https://oupform.edcowebsites.co.uk/webinar-registration/events-uk-webinars-andrea-quincey-sep-23-dfe-reading-framework/form
https://oup.pagetiger.com/elsimpactstudy/v1
https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/readerful/?region=uk
https://twitter.com/WensumEngHub
https://twitter.com/WensumEngHub
https://uk.linkedin.com/in/wensum-english-hub-805246281
https://uk.linkedin.com/in/wensum-english-hub-805246281

