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NARRATIVE: Key characters 

Macbeth 
A warrior who becomes duplicitous as he becomes obsessed 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ 

Lady 
Macbeth 

aŀŎōŜǘƘΩǎ ǿƛŦe who drives his ambition in the beginning but 
loses her control by the end. 

Banquo aŀŎōŜǘƘΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭȅ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎΦ 

Fleance .ŀƴǉǳƻΩǎ ǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ 

Duncan King at the beginning of the play - a strong, respected leader. 

Malcolm 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΦ 

Donalbain 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ 

Macduff 
aŀŎōŜǘƘΩǎ ŀƴǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘΥ ! ōǊŀǾŜ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƭƻȅŀƭ ǘƻ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ 
consistently suspicious of Macbeth. 

Witches Supernatural figures that share prophecies of the future. 
 

CONTEXTS: History and society 
Publication Written by Shakespeare in the 17th century, in 1606 

Monarchy 
King James I was in power.  Queen Elizabeth ruled before him. 
James had Scottish heritage and strongly believed in witches. 

Divine 
Right 

Kings & Queens believed that their power was granted by God. 

Witchcraft 

Science was not developed enough to understand the causes 
of disasters like floods & droughts, so people blamed witches.  
Thousands of women were accused of witchcraft and tortured 
and executed.  The witches in the play were frightening. 

Patriarchy A society in which men dominate 

Gender 
roles 

Society has often expected people to behave in certain ways 
depending on whether they are male or female. 

Masculinity Men were stereotypically represented as powerful /  confident. 

Femininity Women were stereotypically represented as passive & kind 

 

NARRATIVE: Plot summary 

1 

Macbeth and Banquo encounter meet 3 witches who prophesize that Macbeth 
will become king and Banquo's descendants will inherit the throne. Lady 
Macbeth persuades Macbeth to murder King Duncan to hasten the prophecy. 
Despite his doubts, Macbeth kills Duncan. 

2 
Macbeth, now king, begins to unravel mentally, tormented by guilt and 
paranoia. Banquo, suspicious of Macbeth, is murdered on Macbeth's orders, but 
Banquo's son, Fleance, escapes. Macbeth is haunted by Banquo's ghost. 

3 

Macbeth seeks out the witches again, who warn him to beware of Macduff, 
assure him that no man born of a woman will harm him, and that he will remain 
king until Birnam Wood moves. Macbeth oǊŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀŎŘǳŦŦΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 
but Macduff escapes. Lady Macbeth's mental state deteriorates. 

4 
Macduff and Malcolm rally support in England to overthrow Macbeth. Lady 
Macbeth is seen sleepwalking and confessing to the murders in her sleep. 
Macbeth learns of the approaching English army. 

5 
Lady Macbeth dies, presumably by suicide, driving Macbeth into deeper despair. 
The English forces disguise themselves with branches from Birnam Wood, 
fulfilling the witches' prophecy. Macbeth is ultimately killed by Macduff. 

 

TERMINOLOGY / VOCABULARY / CONCEPTS 
Tragedy ! ǎǘƻǊȅ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƭŀǿΦ 

Soliloquy A speech in which a character talks alone, to themselves. 

Foreshadowing Moments in a story that hint at future events. 

Convention Something that is normal or expected. 

Stereotype A widely held representation ς not necessarily true. 

Conform Fits expectations, e.g. He conforms to the stereotype 

Challenge Dispute something, e.g. He challenges the stereotype 
 




