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SUMMARY

Macbethand Nonfiction | June 2024

NARRATIVE: Key characters

| CONTEXTSlistory andsociety

Macbeth A wal_[rior wtlo beAcom,es o!{upvlicitoAus as he becomes obsess{ | Publication | Written by Shakespeare in the ®Zentury, in 1606
gAUK GKS gAUOKSAaQ LINELIKSOA Monarch King James | was in power. Queen Elizabeth ruled before
Lady al O0 S U«&wibadrived hts ambition in the beginning but Y | Jameshad Scottish heritage arstronglybelieved in witches.
I\B/Iaar?ss;h fsl,.eséhoeré: ?jntfzogllbg thec_)efndé 55 TNASYR I yR g:\élk?te Kings & Quems believed that their power was granted by Gg
Fleance ' yljdzzQa a2y K2 NBLINBaSyi Science was not developed enough to understand the caus
Duncan King at}he beginning of trjeApIays} strong, respectedvleader; Witchcraft of disasters like floods & droughts, so people blamed witchg
Malcolm 5dzy Ol yQa 2fRSau azy FyR yS Thousands of women were accused of witchcraft and tortur
Donalbain |5dzy OF yQa &2dzy3Said a2y RAal and executed.The witches in the play were frightening.
Macduff alb OosukKQa Fyudl3zyArady ! 0NJ|patriarchy |A society in which men dominate
consistently suspicious of Macbeth. , . .
Witches Supernatural figures that share prophecies of the future Gender Souety.has often expected people to behave in certain way
roles depending on whether they are male or female.
Masc-:u.lir.lity Men were stereotypical.ly representedspowerfu.ll con.fident.
Macbeth and Banquo encounteneet 3witches who prophesize that Macbeth Femininity | Womenwere stereotypically represented gmssive kind

will become king and Banquo's descendants will inherit the throne. Lady
Macbeth persuads Macbeth to murder King Duncan to hasten the prophecy
Despite his doubts, Macbeth kills Duncan.

Macbeth, now king, begins to unravel mentally, tormented by guilt and
2 | paranoia. Banquo, suspicious of Macbeth, is murdered on Macbeth's orderg
Banquds son, Fleance, escapes. Macbeth is haunted by Banquo's ghost

Macbeth seeks out the witches again, who warn him to beware of Macduff,

TERMINOLOGY / VOCABULARY / CONCEPTS

Tragedy
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Soliloquy

A speech in which a character talks alone, to themselve

Foreshadowing

Moments in a story that hint at future events.

4 | Macbeth is seen sleepwalking and confessing to the murders in her sleep.
Macbethlearns of the approaching English army

: : . : Covention Something that is normal or expected.
assure him that no man born of a woman will harm him, and that he will rem ; - .
3 kinguntil Birnam Woodnoves Macbeth NR S NB G KS Y dzNR § N Stereotype A widely heldepresentationg not necessarily true.
but Macduff escapes. Lady Macbeth's mental state deteriotates Conform Fits expectationss.g. Heconformsto the stereotype
Macduff and Malcolm rally support in England to overthrow Macbeth. Lady Challenge Dispute something, e.g. Hballengegshe stereotype

Lady Macbeth dies, presumably by suicide, driving Macbeth into deeper deg
5 | The English forces disguise themselves with branches from Birnam Wood,
fulfilling the witches' prophecy. Macbeth is ultimately killegl Macduff
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