
BASS SYNTH
A low frequency synthesiser

used to play basslines

QUANTISING
Electronically changing the

timing of the note

HI-HATS
A combination of two
cymbals and a pedal

SNARE
A drum that makes a

sharp, staccato sound.

BASS GUITAR
A low frequency guitar with

4 strings

KICK DRUM
 A large drum with a low

frequency sound. Played with
your foot.

CRASH CYMBAL
A type of cymbal that produces a
loud, sharp "crash" and is used
mainly for occasional accents

KEYWORDS KEY KNOWLEDGE

ASSESSMENT CRITERIIA

• ADJUSTING NOTE PITCH AND DURATION
• CONSTRUCTING BASIC DRUM BEATS 
• CREATING BASS LINES USING A VIRTUAL INSTRUMENT
• ICT SKILL DEVELOPMENT
• PLAYING NOTES USING QWERTY KEYBOARDS
• QUANTISING YOUR NOTES
• USING VIRTUAL DRUM MACHINES

KEY SKILLS

CREATE AN ORIGINAL SONG USING LOOPS

DRUM KIT
A set of drums, cymbals and

other percussion instruments.

MUSCIAL TYPING
Playing in MIDI notes using the

typing keyboard

WHAT IS A BASSLINE?
THE HISTORY OF THE DRUM
MACHINE
UNDERSTANDING RHYTHMIC
VALUES

8TH NOTE
A musical note with the time
value of ¹/₈ of a whole note

16TH NOTE
A musical note with the time

value of ¹/16th of a whole note

SEMIQUAVER
A musical note with the time
value of ¹/₈ of a whole note
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MELODY
A sequence of single

notes

HOMOPHONIC
A chordal accompaniment

with a clear melody

RASTAFARIANISM
a religion developed in

Jamaica

TROMBONE
a brass instrument with a slide

TEXTURE
the way the layers of the a

song work together

TRUMPET
a brass instrument with

3 valves

SKA
A genre of music with wakling

bass lines and off beat rhythms

SKA PUNK
a genre combining ska and punk

1 2 3 4

I can play or
sing some of my
part with the

correcty notes
and rhythms

My performance
is fluent and at

the correct
speed

I heave learnt
the repertorie

and can perform
without the need

of written
prompos

I can take on a
lead role and
perfrom with

confidence and
stage prescence

KEYWORDS KEY KNOWLEDGE

ASSESSMENT CRITERIIA

ENSEMBLE SKILLS
INDEPENDENT INSTRUMENT PRACTICE 
INSTRUMENT FREE CHOICE
PERFORMANCE, SELF-EVALUATION AND FEEDBACK
UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT OF REGGAE

KEY SKILLS

AN ENSEMBLE COVER OF THREE LITTLE BIRDS

GENRE
A type of music

TEMPO
The measurement of

speed in music

ENSEMBLE SKILLS
INDEPENDENT INSTRUMENT
PRACTICE 
INSTRUMENT FREE CHOICE
PERFORMANCE, SELF-
EVALUATION AND FEEDBACK
UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT
OF REGGAE
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