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Thank you all for your support during our very busy first half term! The children have 

settled in so well to their new classes and we have been impressed with how well they are 

doing and how much learning has been going on already! We hope you all had a lovely 

half term break and managed some well-deserved rest and relaxation.  

I have enjoyed my first half term “at the helm” and, now that I have begun to get to grips 

with things, hope to be on the gate at the beginning and end of the day more regularly. 

Please do come and say hello.  

I have been so proud to welcome so many prospective parents to open events last half 

term. I have been very impressed with how some of our children have wanted to share 

with our visitors what they like about Lodge Lane. Among their ideas were: “Children are 

really kind here”; “In Reception, I didn’t know much but now that I’ve been coming to 

school I know absolutely loads!” and “I love everyone here.” I thought this was a lovely 

endorsement of what a lovely school community we have. 

We hope to welcome as many of you as possible to our parent open afternoons this week 

in which you can see your child’s work if they are in Y1 or Y2, or if they are in 

Reception, you can take part in some activities with them.  

We also look forward to seeing you at our Parent/Teacher meetings next week, which are 

an excellent chance to get to know your child’s teacher a little better and for us to share 

your child’s successes and achievements and anything we think they could do with a little 

more support with at home. We know that parents are their children’s first educators and 

are keen to work with you effectively so that your child gets the most out of school. 

 

Sarah Spears 

Head of School 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

  

POPPIES AND OTHER MERCHANDISE 

 

Poppies and other merchandise will be on sale at school each day from Monday 3rd until 

Friday 7th November. We ask for a minimum donation of 20p for a poppy and £1 for all 

other merchandise. As I said in the email that went out before half term, most 

merchandise can be purchased in class from the Y2 representatives who will come round. 

However, if your child would like a slap band, please come and purchase this from 

Belinda in the office and take it home again afterwards! All proceeds go to The British 

Legion and children will be learning about Remembrance Day in assembly. 

 

CHEEKY MONKEYS 

For those of you who aren't aware, we run an extended school provision 

called Cheeky Monkeys. Breakfast Club runs from 7.15-8.30am. After 

School Club runs from 3-6pm.   

The Breakfast and After School clubs are only open to children from Lodge Lane and a 

small staff team supervise the children in their play, both indoors and outside on the main 

playground.  Children can also have breakfast and snacks if they wish. 

If you would be interested in using any of these clubs for your childcare needs then 

please email cheekymonkeys@lodgelaneschool.co.uk for more information.  You can 

also follow Cheeky Monkeys on Facebook 

 

ALL ABOUT FAMILY DIGITAL MAGAZINE 

We have been asked to share the autumn edition of All About Family. The free digital 

magazine aimed at giving your parents valuable information for their children. There is 

exclusive content from NSPCC, St John Ambulance, plus more. 

Within there is advice on; OFSTED, Cyber Bullying with NSPCC,  Parental Controls on 

Devices, New Books, Child Protection in Sports with NSPCC,  Halloween and Bonfire 

Night First Aid with St John Ambulance, Benefits of Outdoor Play, Family Law Advice 

from Dawson Cornwell, Encouraging More Girls to Play Football, Understanding 

ADHD, Healthier Packed Lunches, Plus more….. 

Here is a link to the Autumn edition. 

mailto:cheekymonkeys@lodgelaneschool.co.uk
https://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allabout-family.co.uk%2Fnational-magazine&i=1&d=Iiy54I6LR2q4hk_zzDeoIw&e=office%40lodgelane.norfolk.sch.uk&a=AZoLoJi5ejCbkadFJfuAVg&s=n3IEwHfjX2w


  
 

  

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

Our overall attendance so far this school year is 97.2% which is really positive. Thank 

you everyone for your support in ensuring your child is attending school regularly. All 

the research shows that school attendance makes a big difference to children’s 

long-term outcomes which is why attendance is something you’ll hear us 

talking about quite a lot! 

There are 15 children who fall into the persistently absent category (90% or 

lower) and staff will discuss this with parents at their parent/teacher interview. We know 

that at this point in the year, 90% can be because of illness or one holiday. We also know 

that 90% attendance sounds like it’s really good! However, if a child’s attendance is 90% 

over the whole school year, this means they’ve missed around 19 days of school which is 

nearly four weeks of learning. Every day in school really does make a difference — not 

just for learning, but for friendships, routines, and confidence too.  

There are some children who are not persistently absent from school, but who are 

persistently late instead.  This has a knock-on effect for both those who are late and on 

the rest of the class as well as on office and kitchen staff. 

Children need to be in and ready for the register and dinner register at 8.50am and then as 

soon as they are done, learning starts.  Children who arrive once the teaching and learning 

has started cause disruption to everyone including themselves, so we urge you to be on 

time for school.  

If for any reason you cannot help being late one day, please make sure you sign your 

child in properly on the screen and select the correct lunch to avoid any upset with the 

kitchen staff. 

PARKING 

Following my email about my concerns about parking, I would like to thank the vast 

majority of you for your support and consideration with parking outside school. We’ve 

noticed a real improvement recently, and it’s made a big difference to the safety of our 

children and families as well as to the wider community. We’ll continue to monitor the 

situation to ensure this positive change is maintained.  

Unfortunately, I have had a few concerning behaviours reported to me, including reports 

of children not strapped in when parents are driving away. This is obviously a significant 

safeguarding concern and I have made the appropriate reports to the police about this. 



  
 

  

Please remember that it is a legal requirement for all children to be properly strapped in 

when travelling by car, as failing to do so puts them at significant risk. Your cooperation 

is very much appreciated. 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

 

If you haven’t yet signed up on Scopay for a Parent/Teaching meeting, please do so 

now.  If you cannot attend any of the times/dates offered, please ask your child’s teacher 

if they can possibly see you at another time. Teachers will do their best to accommodate 

requests to see you at another time. However, if at all possible, please do your best to 

attend on the dates and times given as the teachers have lots of other tasks to attend to on 

other days and do not have infinite amounts of times to allocate to parent/teacher 

meetings.  

CHILDREN IN NEED 

 

We will be raising money for Children In Need on Friday 14th  

November - children can wear spots to school for a suggested 

donation of £1.  Taking part in this is entirely optional but if 

children do not take part, they need to wear their school uniform 

as normal.  

WINTER FAIR 

 

As you know, the Friends of Lodge Lane work really hard to raise money to provide 

additional experiences for all the children in school as well as to provide events that bring 

the community together whilst raising money. Their first event this year takes place on 

Friday 21st November from 3pm – 5pm at school. There will be all cakes, refreshments, 

games, crafts, tombola and a raffle. Do you have a contact that could provide a raffle 

prize? If so, please let the Friends of Lodge Lane know via their email address 

llisfriendsof@gmail.com.  

 

We will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 7th November. In order to take part, 

children need to bring in donation for the tombola stall please. This can be a craft 

activity, a small soft toy, a book, a box of chocolates, a bottle of wine – anything really 

that can be used on the stall.  

 

mailto:llisfriendsof@gmail.com


  
 

  

END OF TERM 

School closes for the Christmas Holidays on Friday 19th December and school starts 

again on Tuesday 6th January 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

4th  School photos  

4th  Parent Open afternoon 2.20pm   

In 

Classrooms 5th  Parent Open afternoon  2.20pm  

6th  Parent Open afternoon 2.20pm  

7th  Non uniform day for Autumn/Winter Fair  

10th   Panda parent/teacher interviews 8.40-11.40am  

10th  Turtle parent/teacher interviews 1-5pm  

11th  Hedgehog parent/teacher interviews 8.40-11.40am 

11th  All classes – parent/teacher interviews  3.30-6.30pm  

12th  Tiger parent/teacher interviews 8.40-11.40am 

12th  Turtle parent/teacher interviews 4.00-6.30pm  

13th  Owl parent/teacher interviews 8.40-11.40am  

13th  Flu Immunisations – 2nd catch up session  

14th  Leopard parent/teacher interviews 8.40-11.40am  

14th  Turtle parent/teacher interviews 3.30-4.30pm  



  
 

  

14th  Children in Need  Wear something spotty. 

21st  Friends of Lodge Lane Autumn/Winter 

Fair  

After School  

DECEMBER 

8th  YR Nativity  Tiger and 

Panda  

2pm  

9th  YR Nativity  Tiger and 

Panda  

2pm  

10th  Y1 Christmas play  Owl and 

Turtle  

2pm  

11th  Y1 Christmas play  Owl and 

Turtle  

2pm 

12th  Friends of Christmas Shop  

12th  Christmas Jumper Day  

16th  YR Friends of Christmas Party  3.15-4.15pm  

16th  Y1 Friends of Christmas Party 4.30-5.30pm  

17th  Y2 Friends of Christmas Party 4.30-5.30pm  

18th   Y2 Christmas carols in 

the hall  

Leopard and 

Hedgehog  

2.30pm  

19th  Last day of term  

JANUARY 

6th  School reopens  



  
 

  

 

 



  
 

  



  
 

  



  
 

  


