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Influential People of the Anglo-Saxon Era 

King Alfred The Great is credit-
ed with being the first  Anglo-
Saxon king to defeat the Vikings 

Athelstan is regarded as the first 
king of all Britain and he is remem-
bered as a great leader. 

Laws and Justice 

Many laws we have in Britain today are not 
that different from the laws of Anglo-Saxon 
Britain. However, the punishments were con-
siderably different. 

There were no prisons to send criminals to, so 
punishments were designed to be a huge de-
terrent to those thinking of breaking the law 
and they were often pretty brutal! 

The different Anglo-Saxon kings and kingdoms 
had their own laws and punishments. Such  
punishments included: 

• Stoning  

• Drowning 

• Whipping  

• Hanging  

• Cutting body parts off 

• Exile  

Glossary 

Anglo-Saxons - After the Romans left Britain in 410AD, Angles and 

Saxons came across the North Sea to settle in Britain. 

Angles - Tribes from modern day Denmark.  

Saxons - Tribes from modern day Germany and the Netherlands. 

Vikings - Also from Scandinavia, the Vikings later invaded Anglo-

Saxon Britain in 787AD. They carried out many raids and battles. 

Invasion - when a foreign army enters a country by force. 

Raid - Surprise attacks, often carried out from longboats. Raiders 

would often pillage the settlement using violence. 

 

Christianity - A religion based on the teachings of Jesus. Practiced 

by the Romans, it was later adopted by many Anglo-Saxons. 

Pagan - A religion worshipin many gods and goddesses. The original 

Anglo-Saxon and Viking settlers often worshiped many gods based 

around nature, such as Odin, Frigg and Thor.  

The pound - The currency used by Anglo-Saxons, it was made up of 

240 silver pennies which weighted 1 pound of silver.  

Wergild - A payment system used in Anglo-Saxon times to settle 

disputes. Wergild would be paid if somebody was killed and the 

amount depended on how important the victim was. 

Edward the Confessor died in AD 
1066 and Harold Godwinson became 
king. He was later defeated by  
Danish king William the conqueror, 
marking the end of Anglo-Saxon 
rule. 

In AD 1042, Edward 
the Confessor,  
became king of  
England after he was  
invited to return to 
Britain from exile in 
Normandy. He ruled 
until his death in AD 
1066. 

He was known as ‘The 
Confessor’ because he led a very 
religious life and he was a kind and 
thoughtful king. Edward built 
Westminster Abbey. 
  
Edward married Edith Godwinson 
in AD 1045. Edward and Edith did 
not have any children. He was suc-
ceeded by Harold Godwinson, alt-
hough many contested his rule. 


