
This information will also be shared with students in form time, and we will continue to communicate with you as we 
progress in the coming weeks.

If you have any questions following this presentation, please feel free to contact me. jsayce59rj@nsix.org.uk 

Whilst you wait- Screen-time 
check:

Have a little check of how many 
hours are currently logged for 
your child’s screen time…

Scan for GCSEPod

mailto:jsayce59rj@nsix.org.uk


Mr Sayce- Assistant Principal
Raising Achievement and Pupil Premium



What is the…Journey to 
Excellence?





Purpose of the Evening: 
• Give you key information to help you maximise your child’s 

potential at GCSE.

• To share our high expectations of Year 11 students.

• To give you an overview of the key subject specific 
information surrounding your child’s GCSEs in their final 
year via our subject marketplace.

• Allow you to access all the key information which can 
support your child at home with their GCSEs. Updates and 
support in place

• Answer any questions you might have about your child’s 
final year at secondary school. 



Main focus point-One eye on the 
future…

● How do you want to feel in 7 
months when you begin your 
exams?

● How do you want to feel in 
10 months when you open 
the envelope?

● Where do you want to be 
studying this time next year?





Structure of the year- key dates
Mock exams 1- from Monday 16th  Nov- in hall- lasting 2 weeks- all subjects

Year 11 parents evening- Tuesday 
5th January 2027

GCSE Results Day- Thursday 19th August 2027

Mock exams 2- Monday 8th Feb- one week- Non-Core only

Summer exam series- May-June 2027

Year 11- tracking 1 and Mock 1 results- December 2026- reports to follow shortly after this (before Xmas)

Year 11 mock results morning- 
Tuesday 5th January 2027

Leaver’s assembly- ??? Year 11 Prom- ???

Mock exams 3- Monday 22nd Feb-one week- Core/Ebacc 





Your booklet to take away and look back at!

1- The year ahead mapped out for. 2- All subjects- key information 3- Top 10 most important tips

4- Revision checklist 5- The resources to use for 
revision at home

6- Revision timetable schedule



Your ‘how to guide’ for all effective 
revision techniques

VS. 



Our investment in Year 11…

1. Assistant Principal Raising Achievement- Mr Sayce
2. Year groups - Key Stage 4 Lead (Mr Reid), HOY (Mrs Auffray)
3. Progress tutors in English and Maths
4. Core (ENG/Maths/Science) Tutor Programme
5. Strive for 5 Programme
6. Aspire 9 Programme- 
7. Significant investment in GCSEPod as a premium revision tool.
8. Pass to Prom Rewards scheme
9. Personalised revision trackers and revision timetables
10. Subject after school Intervention
11. Full access to the Year 11 Study Space all year round
12. Holiday revision sessions
13. Parental workshops - Revision, Wellbeing, Preparation for 

Exams



Priorities for this year

1. School + Lesson 
Engagement

2. Homework + 
Revision

3. Rest + Reading

What about?
- P6
- Aspire 9
- Strive for 5

P6 dates W/C:
- 12th Oct
- 19th Oct
- 2nd Nov
- 9th Nov

- Tues
- Wed
- Thurs



• Attendance – being in the building is the first 
and biggest influence on your chances of 
success

• Attitude to learning – capturing the knowledge 
your teachers share in each minute of each 
lesson will make you confident and ready for 
exams

• Independent study – take charge of your 
learning!

What changes do you need to make 
today to improve your chances 

tomorrow?



Everyone’s role in Success

Your support for 
your child is one 

of the most 
impactful ways 
of raising their 
achievement

The school will 
provide high quality 

lessons, 
interventions, and 
extended learning 

opportunities to give 
your child all they 
need to achieve

A unified message and good communication 
between the school and home, provides 

consistency and routine for your child

… but ultimately, they are your results. We 
believe you are capable of excellence. Your 

parents believe you are capable of excellence. 
Your determination and resilience will make 

you capable of excellence.



The Main Muscle

You need to be able to write- at 
speed, at length and for a 
purpose…



Building academic stamina
• Train for the real exam – GCSEs require you to think, write and concentrate for sustained periods. 

Revision should prepare you for this, not just test isolated facts. 

• Practise writing at length – short-answer questions are useful, but regularly completing full 
paragraphs, essays and extended exam questions builds the stamina needed to maintain quality 
across an entire paper. 

• Build mental endurance – sustained writing trains you to stay focused when you are tired, think 
clearly under pressure and keep going when questions become difficult. 

• Strengthen your handwriting stamina – your hand also needs practice. Regular timed writing 
helps you maintain speed, legibility and control throughout longer exams. 

• Develop resilience – completing challenging extended tasks teaches you not to give up when 
something feels difficult. Struggle → persist → improve. 

• You wouldn't train for a marathon by only running 100 metres. Don't prepare for a 
two-hour exam by only answering five-minute questions.



A parent’s perspective 

• Fitting everything in is hard 

• Visibility-  work downstairs

• Make them show you the resources

• Regular routine- little and often -  revision 
timetable on the fridge

• The content is significant

• Application of skills, not just knowledge retention 

• Exam practice- use us to help mark

• AI is very helpful when trying to support your 
child





This is an important 
resource- Refer to it 

regularly!

• This checklist and key info 
sheet is being given to you 
tonight. 

• It would be best deployed 
being pinned to your fridge 
at home. 

• Refer to often and ensure 
you follow these 
techniques and advice as 
they are proven to be 
highly effective.



Every subject counts

• Every GCSE subject you take gives you points depending on your 
grade

• Many sixth form colleges are now asking for your average point 
score in your best 8 subjects or ask you to reach a threshold on 
your best 8 subjects. 

• Applications for sixth form places have been so oversubscribed 
by students who meet the entry criteria, they are now  selecting 
students with highest average point score. 

• Some students were offered places in the morning, only to then 
be denied places in the afternoon ! Even though they had met 
the published entry requirements!





YOUR NEXT STEP STARTS 
HERE
Why choose our Sixth Form?

GREAT CHOICES & STRONG RESULTS
A wide range of academic and vocational pathways

MORE THAN JUST QUALIFICATIONS
Leadership, enrichment, independence and confidence

KNOW YOU. SUPPORT YOU.
Teachers and tutors who understand you and help you succeed

READY FOR WHAT’S NEXT
University • Apprenticeships • Employment

Hellesdon Sixth Form – YOUR natural progression route!



SIXTH FORM → YOUR FUTURE

CAREERS

Discover what interests you and where your 
strengths could take you

APPRENTICESHIPS
Earn while you learn and gain valuable experience

UNIVERSITY
Explore subjects, courses and future opportunities

EMPLOYMENT
Develop the skills, knowledge and confidence employers value

Where could it take you?

You don’t need to know exactly what you want to do yet. You just need to start exploring your options.



VOCATIONAL REMINDER…

You will go into your examinations knowing that you 
have already achieved the best marks possible.

Support Available:
★Vocational support days to give you focused time 

to achieve
★Clear deadlines from us to parents so you can stay 

on top of your submissions

Action for tonight: Are your internally assessed units up to your potential? 
Ask you teachers what you can do about it!





90% attendance is 
classed as persistent 
absence and adds up 
to missing 4 weeks of 
learning throughout 

the year.

Good attendance  and 
punctuality is 

important life skill that 
is needed for all 
students future 

success

When in life is 90% 
not good enough? 



Pupils with good attendance are more 
than twice as likely to pass their 

English and Maths GCSEs compared to 
those who are persistently absent.

Only 12% of pupils with below 80% 
school attendance achieve five or 

more GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (old A*-
C) including English and Maths​

Compared to 68% for pupils with 
attendance greater than 

95%. (Attendance of 95% for the year 
equals 10 days that your child has 

been absent)



The importance of English and Maths
• Core requirement for further study and employment- Both 

English and Maths are compulsory GCSEs that almost all post-16 courses and 
employers require. Students must achieve at least Grade 4 to pass; otherwise, 
they will have to retake the exam post-16, which can affect confidence and 
progression.

• Minimum benchmark for progression- Achieving Grade 5 or above 

is increasingly seen as the standard for studying A-Levels and many vocational 
courses. Students below this level may face limitations in the courses they can take 
at college.

• Higher grades open more opportunities- A Grade 7 or above in 

English or Maths can significantly enhance a student’s profile for: Selective sixth 
form colleges. Competitive A-Level courses. UCAS applications for selective 
universities and specific degree courses (e.g., Law, Medicine, Engineering).



Year 11 Form time intervention- From October

Each form will now follow the same basic 
experience of form time sessions but on 
different days led by subject specialists.

You will all have the following as part of your 
weekly form time programme:

1- All- (normal form time) Personal 
Development day

2-All- Assembly every Monday

3- English specialist revision session

4- Maths specialist revision session

5- Science specialist revision session

Why are we doing this?
This will enable you all to receive 30 mins 
additional English/Maths/Science specialist 
support every week which will add up to 
over 20hrs of extra study before your 
exams begin.

Groupings
These will be note be changed once the 
intervention period has started.
They Year group will be split into 5 key 
groups
• Aspire 9
• Group 1-3 (mixed)
• Support group
This will help ensure each group has a 
maximum of 20 pupils which will also greatly 
help the value of these sessions. 



The mocks are on the horizon…
Mock exams begin on Monday 16th November 2026

This is less than 6 weeks from today. It is 25 school days away.

College offers will often ask for your mock results and it is 
important that these are taken seriously, and you apply 
yourself effectively

You do not want to take the attitude that- ‘I’ll just see what I 
get without any revision’ 

This will be a waste of time. 

The purpose of the mocks is to ensure teachers can give you 
guided feedback on what you’re doing well and what you still 
need to focus more on. 

How can you possibly know your areas for improvement if 
you haven’t put the effort in first? 



Things to avoid with the mocks- Pitfalls

• Leaving revision until very close to mocks 
(cramming). It may give short-term recall, but 
harms long-term retention and adds stress. 

• Passive revision (just reading or highlighting 
without testing). These feel productive but are 
much less effective than active methods. 

• Overloading with too many subjects at once 
without focus — spreading yourself too thin. 
Better to address fewer topics well than many 
poorly.

• Ignoring feedback: if you don’t check why you 
made mistakes, you may repeat them.



7 Stages of Revision Success
1. Plan your revision – timetable your study

Map out all subjects and topics across the weeks 
leading up to mocks. Break big topics into smaller 
chunks to make them manageable. Include rest 
breaks, exercise, and catch-up time.

2. Check topics against knowledge organisers or 
topic lists

Use school-provided checklists, knowledge 
organisers, or exam specifications. Tick off what you 
feel confident with and highlight weaker areas to 
focus on.

3. Go through content and make revision 
resources (active revision)

Use active strategies: flashcards, mind maps, 
summary notes, or Cornell Notes. Avoid just 
re-reading or highlighting — always do 
something with the information.

4. Practise revision with materials 
regularly – recall and retrieval

Test yourself frequently without looking 
at notes. Use flashcards, online quizzes, 
or quick written recall activities.

5. When knowledge is retained, apply it to exam 
practice questions

Start with short questions or single topics. Use 
mark schemes to check how answers should be 
structured. Identify any gaps or misconceptions.

7. When ready, answer exam 
questions under exam conditions

Sit full papers, timed, without 
notes. Build exam stamina and 
practise managing time across all 
sections. Review performance to 
refine final revision focus.

6. Hand in exam questions and get 
feedback

Share practice answers with teachers 
and ask for feedback. Act on the 
feedback: redraft, correct mistakes, or 
practise similar questions.



Is it ever too early to begin revising?

• Students who do their best in the GCSE 
exams, work hard all through Year 11 rather 
than relying on last minute revision. 

• It is best for students to start revision early 
and to keep revising during the year by doing 
little but often. 

• This will give your child time to review what 
he/she has studied and to strengthen the 
memory and this will avoid the panic of 
leaving things to the last minute.



Memory and starting with Revision

What do we know about memory?

Your working memory is easily 
overloaded, cramming doesn’t work

Information is forgotten if not revisited, 
it’s natural. 

Practice and retrieval helps strengthen 
long term memory & boosts learning



Why is home learning and revision at home so 
crucial to success?



What can parents do to help to reduce the memory 
burden?

• If homework and revision are left to the last minute, this will limit your 
child’s chance of doing their best. 

Over the next few months:

1.   Ensure that your child attends school and is always on time. Every 
day lost in attendance reduces their chance of achieving their best at 
GCSE. If they miss days, make sure the log onto Google Classroom 
and catch-up on missed content. 

2. Encourage your son/daughter to persevere and to begin working 
hard now in preparation for the exams. Check that they are keeping 
up with homework and attending any and all in- school revision 
sessions on offer. 

3. Encourage your child to begin revising now at home!



How much time should they be spending on home 
learning?

• This will vary occasionally as sometimes 
homework will come in patterns.

• On average most studies say that Year 11 
students should be completing approximately 
1 and half hours homework a day. 

• Getting into good habits linked to completing 
homework and using time effectively will 
benefit pupils when revision starts to step up. 



You will not see instant results

Creating a new habit



The impact of Marginal Gains



What can you do to get 1% better 
each day?

✓Adopt a positive attitude to each and every lesson.

✓Don’t think of cover lessons as ‘doss’ lessons or lessons where you don’t need 
to work. That’s on you!

✓Work out where you are struggling and ask for help.

✓Consolidate your learning by following on from it- e.g. GCSEPod, Cornell Notes 
or making flashcards.

✓Work with your teachers and not against them. 

✓Consider ‘flipped learning’ by looking up topics you’re due to be taught in 
advance and doing research on them. 

✓Practise exam questions and act on feedback.

✓Make the most of every minute in lessons.

✓Stop procrastinating- aim to spend 10 mins less a day on your phone and 
instead add 10 mins of study time. 



Strategies

The Science of Learning
Most Powerful Strategies Least Powerful Strategies

• Practice

• Quizzing

• Flashcards

• Mind-maps

• Spacing out your 
revision

• Re-reading

• Summarising

• Highlighting

• Cramming

These three make you feel you 
are doing something, but your 
brain isn’t working hard! 



Power Hour technique

• ‘We were bored with you going on about the Power 
Hour’ 

• ‘It was so repetitive and you were so annoying…’

• ‘It clearly worked though, so thanks!’  



1. Speak to your teachers or use the 
school revision zone to access all 
the past papers you could need.

2. Take notes, create a mind-map/ 
flashcards. You have revision guides 
and resources provided by teachers. 

3. Practising exam questions is hard 
but it is effective. 

4. Again, ask your teacher for a mark 
scheme or check the revision zone. 

5. Hand in your exam answer. You teacher will 
be happy to check it and provide further 
feedback. 

What is the ‘power hour’? 



How to plan for your revision- Short-term 
for the next few weeks- and long-term 

for the final exams!



Period 6- When will it start?
• This year, period 6 will precede each of the blocks of mock exams.

• As such, there will be 4 weeks of focused period 6 sessions which 
are linked to the upcoming mocks before they take place.

• The first set of mocks take place from Monday 16th November, there 
will be 4 weeks of revision sessions after-school from the 12th  
October onwards. These will be primarily for English/Maths but 
other subjects might offer sessions too.

• The second set of mocks will begin in February and the Period 6 
sessions for these will begin as soon as the first round of mocks 
finish after Christmas.

• After the mocks have concluded, it is then the responsibility of 
pupils to complete independent revision at home. Teachers will still 
be able to offer period 6 sessions if this is preferable for 
them/students and small group sessions will be the primary focus.  



Making use of the resources available to you

We have wealth of incredibly useful and proven revision 
resources at our disposal to help GCSE students attain highly. 

GCSEPod Year 11 Study Space

Seneca Pixl Apps 
Traditional revision 

materials 

Oak National 
Academy



r Introduction3-5 
minute 
‘Pods’

28+
subjects

Easy
to use

10 years experience as 
an award 
winning educational 
publisher

Mapped to the 
curriculum

Available on all 
platforms

1 in 3 secondary schools in the UK 
subscribe

In use across 40+ countries

“The Netflix of GCSE 
Content”

What is GCSEPod?

167 million 
pods 

watched

84 million 
pods 

watched in 
2025



GCSEPod covers a broad range of subjects

The subjects are filtered on your child’s account 
to what they study and their exam boards 





• Watch short, focused Pods 

• Watch → pause → note → 
recall  

• Check & Challenge 

• Target your gaps 

• Assignments from teachers . 

• Revise anywhere, anytime . 

The key: GCSEPod works best when pupils 
are actively thinking, recalling and testing 
themselves — not simply watching videos.



Teacher 
IntroductionYear 11 Impact Analysis

On average, regular users 
of GCSEPod achieved

more 
Progress 8
points than 
non-users

1.1
On average, 
the highest users achieved

Attainment 
8 points 
more than 
non-users20

Regular users of GCSEPod
achieve, on average

grade 
higher per 
subject than 
non-users

1

Why GCSEPod works!



Make the most of it – having a 

dedicated Year 11 Study Space is a real 
advantage and something many pupils in 
other schools simply don’t have access to. 

Everything you need in one 
place  

Get support when you need it

Turn time into progress 





Passport to Prom – Your 
Effort. Your Reward.

• The message is clear and simply- you will be being rewarded for the things you 
can control every day: showing up, making positive choices, engaging with 
support and taking responsibility for their revision.

• 95%+ ATTENDANCE – Be here and make everyday count. Achieve 95% attendance 
or higher to secure your first Passport to Prom marker. 

• 95%+ POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR – Make the right choices consistently. Maintain 95% 
positive behaviour compared with negative behaviour points to earn your second 
marker. 

• 95+ ACADEMIC INTERACTIONS – Engage with the opportunities available to help 
you succeed. Complete 95 or more recorded academic intervention/support 
interactions to earn your third marker.



Key messages to takeaway
1.  THE SMALL THINGS, EVERY DAY, WILL MAKE THE BIGGEST DIFFERENCE

Attendance. Lessons. Behaviour. Homework. Revision. Sleep.

Success won't come from one huge push in May. It will come from getting the basics 
right consistently from now onwards and making small improvements every day. 

2.  START NOW — AND REVISE ACTIVELY

Little and often. Retrieve. Test. Apply. Fix. Repeat.

Don't wait for the mocks or final exams. Use GCSEPod, Study Space, past papers, 
Power Hours and the support of teachers. 

3.  WE ARE ALL ON THE SAME TEAM

Pupil + Home + School = the strongest chance of success

We will provide the teaching, intervention, resources, guidance and opportunities. 
Parents can provide encouragement, routine, challenge and support. But ultimately, 
pupils have to take ownership of their GCSEs and make use of what is available. 

Seven months from now, we want every 
pupil walking into their exams knowing 
they have done everything they could 

to achieve their personal best.
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